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: THE 

LIFE AND AMOURS 
7. wh 
LADY ANN F—L—Y: 


D KV L I or IN O 


The Whole of her I NT RI GU E S, 


From the Time of her Marriage with the Hon. ED WAR D 
FoLgr, in October 1778, till the preſent Time 


PARTICULARLY wiTH 


Lord M——, Col. F—zp-——k, Captain Lid, 


Mr. Str, the Earl of P-—h, and others. 
INCLUDING 


The whole Subſtance of the TRIAL for Crim. Con; 
between the Hon, Mr. F-=—=y and the Earl of 


Peterborough, wherein Damages of 25001. were 


given to the Plaintiff, by a Jury at Hereford. 
| Together with ſome 5 
Curious ANECDOTES of her Siſter, 


Lady MARIA BAYNTUN;' 


| Who, as her ſenior, had preceded her in the ſam eſpiri ted 


Line, and probably eacouraged her both by Precept and Example. 


LONDON; | 
Prince? for G. LISTER, No. 46, Old Bailey, 
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LIFE axp AMO URS, &c. 
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HE mother of our keroine was Ma 
ria, the eldeſt daughter of John 
Gunning, Eſq; who came over from Ire- 
land, with her younger fiſter (now Ducheſs 
of Argyle) in hopes, by their perſonal 
charms, to obtain at leaſt a coronet. 
Though ſenſible of the potency of their 
beauty, they knew how to ſet a proper 
eſtimate upon it ; and, notwithſtanding 
every ſtratagem was put in practice to 
ſeduce them, their virtue, or prudence, 
was proof againſt every diſhonourable 
attack. : ; 

es As 


($3 


As thoſe ladies would not ſubmit to be- 
come miſtreſſes, and, as the Duke of H. 


and the Earl of C— 


the Earl of C——y marrying Maria Gun- 
ing, and the Duke of H—n entering into 
the ſame engagement with the younger 


ſiſter, who has ever eſcaped the breath of 


calumny, and now ſhines D- ſs of A—le. 


With ſuch a pattern, is it not aſtoniſhing 
that her nieces ſhould ever have ſo far de- 
viated from the road of honour : T | 


Lady Maria, eldeſt daughter of 5 Earl 
of C——y, was born in December 3 
and married on the twenty-fifth of Ti ne, 
1755, to Andrew Bayntun, Eſquire, eldeſt 
15 81 Sir Edward Bayntun, Baronet, of 

Spy Park, in the County of Wilts, by 
whom ſhe has iſſue two daughters, and 
from whom ſhe. was diyorced, in 1783. 
Of this lady, we ſhall hereafter mention 


ſeveral very extraordinary circumſtances, | 


which will ſufficiently prove that ſhe is 


compoled of the ſame inflammable materi= 


als as her younger fiſter, and probably may 


have aſſiſted her, as well by precept as ex- 


ample, in conducting her amours. 


Lady 


y, were determined 
to ſucceed, either as 2 or hufbands, 
they both aſſumed the latter character; 


4. L 
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Lady Ann, who is profeſſedly the ſub. 
ject of our narrative, was married on the 
24th of October, 1778, to the hon. Ed- 
ward F—y, ſecond ſon of Thomas, Lord 
F—y; who, from the time of his marriage, 
till he received the unwelcome news of 
her infidelity, behaved to her with the 
tendereſt affection. Though her ladyſhip's 
behaviour might have rouſed the jealouſy 
of many huſbands at a much earlier period, 
yet Mr. F—y had ſuch an eſteem for, and 
ſo firmly confided in her honour, that he 
did not even ſuſpect her of being unfaith- 
ful to his bed, till he was viſited by Captain 
Lloyd, in 1782: And even, after it had 
appeared from the undoubted teſtimony of 
his ſervants, that Captain Lloyd was ſeen 
to go into Lady Ann's bed- room at twelve 
o'clock at night, and come out at five in 
the morning, he could hardly prevail upon 
himſelf to believe it; fo ſtrongly was he 
prepoſſeſſed in favour of a woman whom 
he adored. - ; LILY 


It is greatly ſuſpected, and apparently 


not without reaſon, that Mr. S—-—r has 


not been an idle ſpectator at Mr. F—y's 
houſe ; though he choſe a more private re- 
treat than the ſhrubbery, near the grotto, 
and did not with to have his motions ob- 
5 wg | ſerved 
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ſerved by the eye of impertinent curiofity 
over the pales. A little of this kind of 
caution might, perhaps, have ſayed a 
right honourable lover the ſum of twe 
thouſand five hundredpounds and upwards. 


Lord M—— was very obliging to Mr, 
F—y, by his tender aſſiduity in behalf of 
Lady Ann, during his abſence. His lord- 
ſhip was ſo ſenſible of the rectitude of his 
conduct, that, though he was fond of fa- 
cing Lady Ann, he thought proper to turn 
his back upon the huſband ; and often pre- 
vailed upon Mrs. Elizabeth Price, who 
was ſervant to Lady Ann, to convey his 
lordſhip through the dre ſſing- room, at 
Mr. F—'s return. 15 


Mr. F—y having received an anonimous 
letter, informing him, t hat letters had 
paſſed between that nobleman and his wife, 
aſked her if ſhe had ever written to him? 
which ſhe anſwered with the following ex- 
clamation: © Good God! my dear Mr, 
% Foley, I had rather you would ſtick a 
% dagger in my heart, than aſk ſuch a 
« queſtion !'” What kind of dagger her 
ladyſhip meant, it is not in our power to 
determine, 8 


(2) 

Col. F——--k was very frequent in his 
viſits to lady Ann, morning, noon, andnight! 
noon and night But it ſhould be remem- 
bered, that Lady Ann's morning differs 
from that of many other people. She 
_ uſually got up about twelve or one at noon, 
and ſupped about one or two in the morn- 
ing. Colonel F-—k, however, had more 

courage, or at leaſt more confidence, than 
Lord M, for he often ſtayed till Mr, 
F- came home, at two or three o'clock 
in the morning, and confronted him. Nor 
does it appear that Mr, F—y ever ventured 
to interrogate him, concerning his being 
with his beloved wife at that unſeaſonable 
hour. | 


But the moſt formidable rival Mr. F — 


2 Pad to contend with, was the Earl of 


hh; though, after any man but him- 
ſelf muſt have been convinced of what was 
daily tranſacting, Mr. F—-y declared, 
* From the bottom of my ſoul, I do not 
« believe Lord P h means any thing 
4% diſhonourable,” His trial at Hereford, 
the ſubſtance of which is as follows, will 
repreſent this matter in its proper light. 


John Davis, who was the firſt witneſs 
examined in n ſupport of Lord Foley's charge, 
brings 


— — — —— — — 
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brings the matter entirely home againſt 
Lord Peterborough and Lady Ann; and 
deſcends to ſuch particulars as may, per- 
haps, create a bluſh in the cheeks of many 
of our modeſt readers. After being duly 
ſworn, he gives the following teſtimony: 
He ſays he is a maſon and bricklayer at 
Tortington, near Stoke, and that he work- 
ed for Mr. Foley, in September laſt. That 
he knows Lord Peterborough and Lady 
Ann, and that he ſaw them on the zoth of 
September laſt, in the ſhrubbery, near the 
grotto, a few minutes after ſix o'clock in 
the evening. That he firſt heard Lady Ann 
cry out, two or three times, O dear! you 
Hurt me!” which induced him to look 
that way; and, doing towards the pales, 
he look over them, and ſaw Lord Peter- 
borough and Lady Ann together. That 
his Lordſhip had Lady Ann round the 
middle, and that her Ladyſhip's coats were 
up; and, at the ſame time, he ſaw her 
Ladyſhip's naked legs and thighs round 
Lord Peterborough's hams; and her arms 
round his Lordſhip's neck. 2 


Being further interrogated by the coun- 
ſel, he replied, that he was ſure his Lord- 
ſhip had ſealed her, meaning that he had 
had carnal knowledge of her. That he 

| after- 


6690 
afterwards turned away, and went on the 
road; when he met a James Moore, to 


whom he related what he had ſeen, with= 
out ſuppreſſing a ſingle circumſtance, 


Being aſked if he thought he had been 
ſeen by the amorous parties, he ſaid he was 
certain that neither of them had ſeen him. 


Some queſtions were propoſed by the 
_ counſel for the defendant, which ſeemed to 
indicate that they ſuppoſed Mr. John 
Davis had been planted by ſome perſon 
to watch for ſomething of this kind ; but 
he declared that his being there was merely 
accidental, as he was then returning from 
his work. 


James Moore was next produced as a 
witneſs, who depoſed that he allo lived at 
Torrington); and that, on the zoth of Sep- 
tember laſt, he ſaw two people in the 
Shrubbery, at Stoke, near the grotto; and 
afterwards perceived that they were lord 
Peterborough and lady Ann. That ſeeing 
his lordſhip run towards him, he ran 
away, and afterwards met with Davis; 

who mentioned to him the particulars of 


what he had ſeen. 
5 We 
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We ſhall avoid mentioning theſe parti- 
culars again, as they are fully ſtated in the 
evidence of John Davis. Moore denied 
that he had been ordered to watch lord 
Peterborough and lady Ann. 


Dr. Campbell, a phy fician, 3 
that Mr. Foley's behaviour to lady Ann, 
was ſingularly affectionate; and that he 
obſerved equal returns of kindneſs and 
affection on the part of lady Ann. 


A copy of a letter from Lord "RY 
borough was then read. It had neither 
date nor fignature ; but was proved by Mr. 
| Robinſon t to be Lord Peterborough's hand 

writing. It was in the following words, 
VIZ. 


« Cheltenham, Saturday Morning. 
% My dear Ann, 


I had not left you two minutes laſt 

* night, before I repented of having fixed 
% on Sunday for our meeting. Athouſand 
« reaſons (of which few will be neceſſary 
* to convince you) occur to me now, 
„ which did not at that time, owing to 
the total privation of my ſenſes at the 
we — mgae 
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ſight of you, when I almoſt de ſpaired of 
it. I think Mr. Foley's coming to- 
morrow a certainty, As the Hereford 
election is to be on Monday, which will 
be a much better day, as you are ſure 


of his not being with you, Maull's 


guardianſhip will alſo expire on Mr. 
F's return, without the poſlibility of 
his having any thing to ſay againſt 
you. You had better air on the London 
road to meet him, as your apparent im- 


patience to ſee him will certainly pleaſe 


him; and, by that means, you will have 
alſo an opportunity of giving the firſt 
account of yourſelf, which, when he 
findsit correſpond exactly with Maull's, 
will not only remove all ſuſpicions of 
our having met intentionally, but will 
reſtore you to a greater confidence than 
ever.— I hope that you will pardon me 
for having adviſed you what to do, who 
can judge ſo much better for yourſelf; 
but my anxiety about every thing that 
intereſts you, and the impoſlibility of 
communicating your ſentiments to me, 
which I think on this ſubject muſt agree 
with mine, will juſtify me. 


„Adieu, my dear Ann ! until Mon- 
day, when I will be at the three mile- 
8 B 2 „ ſtone 


1 


ce ſtone Fram Ledbury, at half an hour 
after five. 


My ride yeſterday, has quite deſtroyed 
4; the gocd effects of the waters. | 


The evidence for the plaintiff ending 
here, Mr. Mingay, as counſel for the de- 
fendant, laboured to prove that there was 
a kind of connivance between Mr. Foley 
and Lady Ann; and intimated that he was 
willing to pocket hrs horns, till he could 
watch an opportunity of finding a man of 
opulence and fortune. He did not diſpute 
„the adultery ; but,” faid he, ** can you 
<< believe, gentlenien, (addreffing bimſelf 
* tothe jury) that any woman would h ave 
* proitituted herſelf in a ſhrubbery, liable 
& to be expoſed tothe view of every paſſer- 
« by, in the manner this we man has, if 
08 not loſt to all ſenile of ſhame.” He fur- 
ther obſerves, that though this affair, thus 
publickly ſeen, mult have been much talk 
ed of in the country, Vet Lord Peter- 
% borough remained, long after this, a 
4 viſiter at Stoke; and, when he went 
& away, Mr. Foley went part of the way 
& with him, in his Lordſhip's carriage. 


Clariſſa 


63 99 


Clariſla Carter was the firſt witneſs ex- 
amined on behalf of the defendant. Her 
evidence amounts to no more than this, 
that Mr. Storer had often viſited at Mr. 
Foley's houſe ; and that eleven o'clock at 
night was the lateſt hour ſhe had ſeen him 
treue, | 


Elizabeth Price was the next wine 

who came forward. She fays, Lord Mel- 
borne and Captain Fitzpatrick often viſited 
Lady Ann, when Mr. Foley was from 
home ; and that they have been there at 
two or three o'clock in the morning ; and 

that ſhe had conveyed Lord Melborne 
through the dreſſing- room. That Mr. 
Foley, at ſome of theſe times, had ſeen 
Captain Fitzpatrick; but don't remember 
that ſhe ever heard him peak to him on 
the occaſion. | 


Margaret Nicholſon, being firſt duly 
ſworn, ſaid, ſhe thought Lady Ann paid 
more attention to Mr, Lloyd than ſhe 
ought, as being Mr. Foley's wife. 


Mr. Andrews, the next witneſs, ſays no 


more than this; that he has ſeen Mr. 


Lloyd at Stoke, when Mr. Foley has not 


been at home. 
1 


64) 

Mrs. Perrins, being ſworn, ſaid, ſhe 
ſaw Captain Lloyd 80 from his own bed- 
room to Lady Ann's bed-room, but did 
not ſee him come out. She further ſays, 
that Mr. Foley was very fond and affec- 
tionate, and Lady Ann's conduct to him 
appeared outwardly equally ſo. She be- 
lieves Mr, Foley —_— her a fond, af- 
fectionate wife. 


The Rev. Mr. Wenke next depoſes, 
that he communicated his ſuſpicions to 
Mr. Foley, that Lord Peterborough's viſit 
to Stoke, was not upon an honourable in- 
tent. He then mentions a report was 
ſpread, that Mr. Lloyd and Lady Ann 
were found in the ſame bed- room; but 
ſays nothing material of his own know- 
ledge, except that he believes Mr. Foley 
incapable of winking at, or conſenting to, 
ſuch conduct as Lady Ann had been 
guilty of. 


Mr. Huber Smith was next ſworn, 
who depoſed, that ſome words aroſe at din- 
ner one day, between Mr. Foley and Lady 
Ann. That, on Lady Ann's helping Lord 
Peterborough to ſomething, Mr. Foley 
ſaid, Lord Peterborough would not be 
*« ſo much pleaſed or flattered with Lady 

8 Ann 8 


„ 


« Ann's favours, if he knew how general 
they were.” And that he afterwards 
ſaid, By God, I will not live with her! 
It will not do!” That Lord Peter- 
borough ordered horſes, intending to leave 
Stoke, but afterwards changed his mind; 
and that both Mr. Foley and Lady Ann 
defired he would not go. He adds, that 
he believes Mr. Foley had ſometimes left 
Lord Peterborough and Lady Ann toge- 
ther. 


 Fohn Maull fays, that Mr. Storer add 


Captain Fitzpatrick frequently viſited Lady 


Ann, in Mr. Foley's abſence. He adds, 
that he ſaw Captain Lloyd come out of 
Lady Ann's bed-room, at five o'clock in 
the morning, after having gone in at twelve 
_ o'clock at night. He alſo depoſes, that 
Lady Ann ſent a meſſage, in writing, to 
Lord Peterborough, unknown to Mr. Fo- 
ley, which was an invitation to Lord 
Peterborough to return to Stoke. He 
ſays, there could not be a more affectionate 
huſband than Mr. Foley, and he appeared 
to be extremely happy with Lady Ann. 


Mr. Bearcroft ſaid ſomething in reply, 
and the learned Judge proceeded to recapitu- 
late the evidence, concluding with theſe 

| words, 


(%) 


words, that it was with the jury, if they 
found a verdict for the plaintiff, to give 
him ſuch damages as, in point of con- 
ſcience, they thought him entitled to. 


The jury, after withdrawing for a few 
minutes, returned, and found a verdict for 
the plaintiff, with two thouſand five hun- 
dred pounds —_ 


So far, we thiak we have given au- 
thentic intelligence reſpecting Lady Ann's 
amours; bur; ; as we promiſed to pay ſome 
attention to the proceedings of the elder 
ſiſter, we ſhall not diſappoint our readers, 
as it will evidently appear that ſuch a pair 
of liſters are not generally to be found. 


Lady Maria Coventry, (afterwards Lady 
Maria Bayntun) filter to our heroine, Lady 
Ann, was born in December, 1754; mar- 
ried June 25, 1775, to Andrew Bayntun, 
Eſquire, eldeſt ſon of Sir Edward Bayntun, 
Baronet, of Spy Park, in the County of 
_ Wilts, by whom ſhe had ifſue two daugh- 

ters, and from whom ſhe was divorced in 
1783. This Lady has not indeed been 
detected in a ſhrubbery, in the open face 
of day, to gratify the eyes of a peeping 
Tom; ot ihe has had peepers, as "I as 
er 


( 


her amiable ſiſter, as well appear by the 
following evidence of Mary Naſh, on a 
trial for a divorce, at Doctors Commons. 
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She ſays, that, © ſhortly after Mr. 


Cooper came to viſit in Mr. Bayntun's 


family, ſhe obſerved the conduct of 
Mr, Cooper and Lady Maria Bayntun, 
to bevery particular towards each other, 
that Lady Maria al ways ſeemed particu- 
larly deſirous of having no other com- 
pany when Mr. Cooper was there, in 
the abſence of Mr. Bayntun. That 
Lady Maria Bayntun and Mr. Cooper 
would, on theſe occaſions, fit up alone 
together, in the parlour, till one or two 
o'clock in the morning ; whereas, at 
othertimes, Lady Bayntun uſed to go to 
bed about eleven o'clock, She further 
ſaith, that, on a night in the ſummer of 


1783, Mr. Bayntun being in London, 


and Lady Maria and Mr. Cooper in the 
dinner parlour, at Bromham, alone to- 
gether, between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, ſhe was called out into the yard 


by one of the men-ſervants ; that, on 


this occaſion, going into the ſaid yard, 
ſhe was told by one of the men-ſervants, 
then in the yard, to look through a hole 


in the ſhutter of one of the windows of 


ſuch 
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* ſuch parlour; which ſhe accordingly 

„did, and aw Lady Maria Bayntun ſit- 
ting on Mr. Cooper's knee, with her 
* arts round his neck, and kiffing him. 
* She further ſays, that ſhe was athſted 
* by Benjamin Amor, Mr. Bayntun's 
* coachman, to ſtand on a gate, oppoſite 
* one of the ſaid windows, the top ſhut- 
« ter of which was left open; and the 
„ witneſs, then again looking into the 
* ſaid room, ſaw Lady Maria Bayntun 
* ſtanding with her face towards Mr. 
Cooper, and her pettrcoats up; and then 
% ſaw Mr. Cooper kiſs Lady Maria.” 


She did not indeed complain of being 
hurt, like her beautiful ſiſter ; nor did ſhe 
appear to be afraid of being hurt, or to fear 
what man could do unto her. 


Further narticulers are mentioned by the 
Rev. Mr. Henry Bayntun, which ſhew 
that the two filters adopt nearly the fame 
modes of conduct, in every particular. 
This gentleman, who is brother to Mr. 
Andrew Bayntun, ſays, “ That he went 
* on horſeback to pay his brother and lady 
* Bayntun a viſit, at Bromham, in the 
County of Wilts ; and arriving there 


S 
6c abone: two o clock i iu the afternoon, he 
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got off his horſe, and went immediately 


Into the drawing- room; and, on his 


ſuddenly opening the door, he ſaw lady 
Maria Bayntun ſitting in the lap of 
John Allen Cooper, Eſq; that, on 
ſeeing him, lady Bayntun immediately 


aroſe in confuſion, and ſeated herſelf in 


a chair. He further ſaith, that about 
ten days after, he went to pay his bro- 


ther another viſit, but not finding him 


at home, he went and dined with ano- 
ther gentleman in the neighbourhood, 

and returned to his brother's in the after- 
noon : and that on ſuch his return, he 
walked up a lawn leading to his bro- 
ther's houſe ; and as he approached the 
houſe, the ads of the dining parlour 
being open, he hearing a noiſe, looked 
in; and there ſaw lady Maria Bayntun 
and Mr. Cooper romping enen 


and kiſſing de . 


« Mr: Henry Bayntun further 1 
that his brother being in London, at- 
tending his duty as member of Parlia- 
ment, and he being alſo in town, they 
ſet off together for Bromham, and ar- 
rived there on Sunday the gth of De- 


* cember. That, the very next morning, 
Edward Baldwyn, Mr. Andrew Bayn- 
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tun's huntſman, told the deponent he 
could ſhew him fome game near at hand; 
and thereby induced the deponent to go 
with him into the fields; where the ſaid 
Edward Baldwyn told the deponent he 
could not ſhew him any game, but that 
he wanted to inform himofa matter reſ- 
petting his brother; and he then pro- 
ceeded to tell the deponent that Mr. 
Cooper had been ſeen by him, in the 
abſence of Mr. Andrew Bayntun, com- 
ing out of lady Maria's bed-chamber, 
and that he had been with her all night; 
that he, the ſaid Edward Baldwin, had 
been to Sir Edward Bayntun, the fa- 
ther of the deponent and Mr. Andrew 
Bayntun, and had informed him thereof; 
and that he had directed him to ac- 
quaint the deponent ; and had defired 
him to ſpeak of it to the hufband in 
ſuch manner as he ſhould think beſt.” 


This deponent further ſays, that, on 
recciving this information, he immedi- 
ately returned to his brother's houſe; 
and, called him into the garden, related 
to him the information he had received; 
that his brother was greatly agitated 

thereat ; and, though the deponent told 
him what he himſelf had ſeen, and that 
2 | WE. 5 66 he 


6 


he truſted he ſhould be able to give him 
« occul:r demonſtration of lady Maria's 
„ infidelity, if he would but be patient; 
yet he ſaid he was determined to go and 
tax her with it immediately; and accor- 
dingly left the deponent, without ſuf- 
46 fering him to follow him. 


* 


He further ſaith, that,“ having ſtaid in 
« the garden about half an hour, he went 
into the parlour, and there found his 
brother walking up and down the room, 
*« violently agitared ; ; and that th. re were 
then in the room, Lady Maria Bayntun, 
«« Mr. Cooper, Mr. Johnſon, and the Rev. 
« John Bayntun, the deponant's brother. 
«« That Mr. Andrew Bayntun, ſpeaking 
* to all the gentlemen preſent, defired 
«« them all to declare what they had ever 
« ſeen in lady Maria's conduct, which ap- 
«« peared criminal or improper : where- 
« upon the deponent related what he had 
« ſeen, which lady Maria Bayntun then 
« denied. Mr, Andrew Bayntun then 
„ addrefling himſelf to lady Maria, his 
„ wife, told her, that, as the proofs he had 
« been furniſhed with were too ſtrong to 
admit of a doubt on the ſubject, he 
„ hoped ſhe would not add to her guilt, 
0 by a der ial thereof; and his repeating 
„ what 
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what he had heard, lady Maria Bayntun 
confeſſed that the had been crimimally 
connected with Mr. Cooper, and that he 


had ſlept with her often. The huſband 


then enquired of her zf the child ſhe was 
then big with, was his or Mr. Cooper's; 


when ſhe anſwered that it Was Mr. 


Cooper's. 


The huſband then told lady Bayntun, 
that he had lived many happy years 
with her, but as all hopes of a continu- 
ance thereof were then to ceale for ever, 
he thought ſhe ought to return him his 
wedding-ring ; and, holding out his 
left hand, deſired ſhe would put it on 
the little finger thereof, and that ſhe 
might be aſſured it would go with him 
to his grave. Lady Maria thereupon, 

voluntarily, without ſaying any thing, 
took her wedding-ring ftromoft her own 
finger, and put it on the little finger of 
her huſband. That his agitation being 
thereby increaſed, he ſoon after quitted 
his own houſe, and ſet off with Mr. 
John Bayntun for Spy Park, leaving the 
taid lady Maria Bayntun; with whom he 
has lince had no converſe or communi- 


cation. 


From 


(- 23 ) 

From the circumſtances above related, 

very little doubt can remain that the two 
amiable ſiſters have purſued the ſame line 
of conduct in their amours. What fignt- 
ſies the conjugal knot? they have too 
much ſpirit to be confined by the manacles 
of the law: exclaiming with the poet, 
„ Curte on all laws, but thoſe which love 
« has made.” What is very remarkable, 
however, lady Maria wrote a penitential 
letter to her huſband, with great pathos ; 
immediately after which the ſet out with 
Mr. Cooper, and they both flept together 
at an inn the ſame evening. The follow- 
ing is an exact copy of the letter. - 


* To dare to addfeſy you, my now as 
much as ever adored Bayntun, is, you 
and Sir Edward will ſay, an impertt- 
** nence beyond all deicription; but what 
„I take the liberty of telling you, are the 
real ſentiments of my heart: no woman 
« ever endeavoured to check that moſt un- 
«« fortunate paſſion for your nephew, more 
«© than I did. God only knows the truth 
* of what I ſay; conitant opportunities 
* of lecing him have I had for theſc laſt 
£2 months. Would to heaven I had 
* been in Brombam Church, among the 
* dead, rather than have lived to be the 

vileſt 


* 


cc 


4 


vileſt of all characters, in having made 


lo infamous a return for all your unre- 
mitted love and conſtancy to me. I am 
not, Bayntun ! ſo far gone in vice as to 
glory in it. I hate and deteſt myſelf; 
and though you may be kind enough 
ſtill to be unhappy about me, I declare 
to God there 1s no character or being 
on earth, I would prefer to your- 
ſelf. Your nobleneſs in deſiring him to 
behave well to me, has recalled (but now 
it is I fear too late) every emotion of 


love for you, as ſtrong in my heart as 


ever. How long have I mourned over 
my nated wedding finger, I thought 
my deipair would haye led me to take 
a medicine I had in my drawer, laſt 
night, upon thinking of your not 
coming to bed; and finding you had 
for ever left me. I can hay no view 
in troubling you with this account 
of my pitiable caſe; but to tell you, 
that if you would do what J never can 
expect; forgive an unpardonable crime, 
and come to my wicked arms, though 
now thoroughly repentant, no power on 
earth, or even an angel dropped from 
Heaven, ſhould ever lead me from the 
aths of virtue, which | hive everloved; 
though madneſs and the devil hurried 
| e208 - 
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me away from it. Perhaps you will 


0 ſay, that the love of deceiving mankind, 
& is my motive of writing this; and chat 


am now wronging Mr. C es 


„% No, my lovely angel! I cannot help 
e having a glimmering of hope that you 


* may yet be mine again: my brain is 


very near turning. I know 1 ſhall have 
* molt bitter enemies in your father and 
„ mother: it is their duty to delire you to 
«« forſake a falſe woman, which I have 
* been: but hell could not produce a 
„ devil, that would be wicked enough to 
« again deceive ſo angelic a creature as you 
* would be, was you to forgive one, who, 
9 at this moment loves and adores you 
4 as much as ſhe did till ſhe ſaw C——, 


4% Your's, truly afflicted, 
6 M. BAYNTUN. ' 


10 I ſhall ſend my mald, as I cannot 
« truſt anybody. . 


Be gging pardon for this long Santos, 


we ſhall return to lady Ann, who affects to 


be truly penitent, and reprobates her own 


conduct, in the ſevereſt terms, for having 


diſhonoured a man who was the moſt ten- 


der and affectionate of huſbands. Her 
D 11 
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„ 
ſiſter, it appears, had been guilty of only 
one faux pas, or rather had been criminal 


with only one perſon : lady Ann, on the 


contrary, ſeem to have been remarkably 
liberal of her favours. If lady Maria, 
after expreſſing the utmoſt contrition for 
her offences, could not obtain forgiveneſs ;. 


lady Ann can have very little reaſon to en- 


tertain hopes of a reconciliation with her 
offended huſband. | 


Thus ſituated, her condition muſt be 
truly deplorable. Recourſe has already 
been had to Doctors Commons, and a 
divorce is ſuppoſed to be the natural con- 
ſequence z and poor lady Ann will be con- 
ſidered as an outcaſt, without virtue, with- 
out money, and almoſt without friends to 
commiſerate her misfortunes. Her noble 
relations and connections will probably be 
found extremely backward in counte- 


nancing a woman, who, though poſſeſſing 


an angelic figure, could unreluctantly en- 
gage in ſuch infernal infidelities, when ſhe 


Was united to the moſt amiable of huſbands, 


Several divorces have taken place, in 
conſequence of a regular and formal court- 
ſhip to the wife; and, when the divorce 
has been obtained, the ſeducer and the . 

have 


( 27 ) | 
have immediately joined hands: this can- 
nat, it is preſumed, be the caſe here, un- 
leſs a woman can be permitted to have 
four or five husbands. nn 


Upon the whole, we may venture to 
affirm, that though a certain nobleman's 
damages have been eſtimated at two thou- 
ſand five hundred pounds, yet the damages 
ſuſtained by lady Ann, may be conſidered 
as immenſe, Ea 


It is a melancholy reflection that infide- 
lities are much more frequent among peo- 
ple of elevated rank, than thoſe of a leſs 
_ Exalted ſtation, Many reaſons may be 
aſſigned for this difference, which appear 
to have conſiderable weight. A ſuper- 
 Inatendance over domeſtic concerns, en- 
groſſes much of the time and attention of 
thoſe who act in a more humble ſphere, fo 
that they have neither leiſure nor inclina- 
tion to ingage in any intrigue. On the 
other hand, the lady of faſhion abhors the 
idea of attending to domeſtic matters; ſhe | 
leads a life of diſſipation, her hours hang 
heavy upon her hands, and ſhe knows not 
how to kill time—An eternal round of 
ſameneſs and inſipidity diſguſts them; and, 
as a refuge from Ennui, they form a con- 


D's nection 
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nection wich one in nearly the ſame inſipid 
line. The intrigue keeps attention alive, 


and the parties, having a ſort of buſineſs 


on their hands, drive on at an extraordi- 
nary rate, till, by growing too bold, they 
cannot eſcape deſtruction; and a trial from 
Crim. Con. and afterwards a divorce, as 


natural! ly follow. 


Lady Ann, after mature deliberation, it 
is ſaid, intends to retire to a convent, there 
to bury herſelf from this wicked world, 
and to renounce all ſenſual thoughts and 


gratifications: with the utmoſt contrition 


to look back upon her paſt offences, and, 
by the moſt rigid penance and auſterity, 
to expiate all her miſdeeds. 


Her ſiſter, however, with ſome zeln: 


rity, adviſed her one day, to take lord P— 


with her, that he might act as a kind of 
father confeſſor; alledging that ſhe did not 
doubt of his granting her many indulgen- 
cies; that, upon moſt occaſions, ſhe would 
find very little difficulty in obtaining ab- 


ſolution, unleſs ſhe ſhould happen to be 


guilty of down-right imprudence, like that 
of ſacrificing to the amorous deity, inthe 


open yy, N to public view. 


Lady 


1 1 


Lady A— did not reliſh this jeu d gſprit 


from lady M, and could not help recri- 


minating in very ſevere terms; ſhe remind- 
ed her that they were ſiſters in iniquity as 


well as by conſanguinity; and that, though 
two or three years had elapſed ſince the 
diſcovery of her frailties, ſtill they were 


not forgotten: adding, that ſhe expected 
no acrimonious remarks from her, as they 


muſt come with a very ill grace from one 


who had dared to inſult her husband, by 
declaring that he was not the father of the 
child ſhe was then pregnant with, My 


errors, continued ſhe, having been but re- 
cently diſcovered, people gaze at them as 
through a magnifying glaſs, and regard me 
as a monſter ; but a few months will lay 


them on the ſhelf, and they will afterwards 


be only mentioned occaſionally ; like thoſe 
of Mrs. N—, and others of equal cele- 
brity, in making proper returns for the 
negligence and inattention of husbands. 


Here ſhe was ſtopped ſhort by her an- 


lic ſiſter, who begged her not to conſtruc 
what ſhe had ſaid into a reproach ; her in- 
tention being to ſupport her ſpirits, by 


treating her late trifling deviation with 2 


proper degree of levity, inſtead of 8 
2 ſerious affair of it. I L ks. agree wit 


you : 


—  ———  —  _— — — 


„ 
you, continued ſhe, that our faults (if the 
 cenſorious world are determined to call 

them ſo) have been principally occaſioned 
by the careleſſneſs of our husbands. As 
the learned counſel very juſtly obſerved in 
his pleadings on the behalf of the defend- 
ant, at Hereford—** If a man conducts 
* himſelf as Mr. F—y did, abſents him- 
* ſelf from his wife at all hrs: leaves her 
© in company with men, (I may ſay) no- 
*« torious for their gallantry—Good { God! 
66 we are not ſtatues, we are not ſtones. 


” No, my dear lifter,” replied ladyA—n, 
* the world are ſuiſiciently convinced that 
« we are not, but we may, without devi- 
« ating from the truth, venture to affirm 
* that our husbands, ir: ſome reſpects, 
* were very lictle better than focks or 
*« flones.” 


After ſome farther converſation on this 
topic, the two filters took their leave of 
each other for that time, after having pro- 
miſed reciprocally to aid and aſſiſt in every 
matter reſpecting either of them. | 


It is deſerving. of obſervation, that 
though infinite pains is often taken by the 


ſeducer, and vows of etc:nal conſtancy and 
pro- 


1 i 
protection, are ſpontaneouſly given; yet 

as ſoon as the lady is completely ruined 
and conſequently rendered infamous, the 
man who was the author of her deſtruc- 
tion, and who had a thouſand times pros 
teſted he lived but upon her ſmiles, is ond 
of the foremoſt to caſt a ſhade upon hel 
character, and heartily joins in the gene- 


ral execration of her conduct, when once 


her infamy becomes public. This ap- 
pears, in the preſent inſtance, in the moſt 
glaring colours, for Lord P h's 


counſel (as appears clearly on the trial) 
were inſtructed to blacken the lady's cha- 
racer as much as poſſible, in order to mi- 
tigate the damages againſt their noble 
client. 5 
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